To Governmental Agencies and Concerned Citizens
January 25, 2016
Re: The Proposed Subdivision/Rezoning of Land Adjacent to Braden Woods
(6804 99th Street East, Parcel IDs: 583900006, 583910104, 583910054)
Impact/Considerations
1. Effect on ecosystem
The land in question borders the Braden River, source of Bradenton’s water supply. Water quality will
be affected by drainage, runoff of herbicides, pesticides, and fertilizer, and other anthropogenic
pollutants. Destruction of trees, wetlands, and natural habitat will have a negative impact on
indigenous species and further erode the natural beauty found in Manatee County.
2. Wildlife
This wooded area is home to birds, deer, foxes, bobcats, gopher tortoises, large rattlesnakes and
more. Eagles and owls have been spotted and boars have taken refuge there, particularly since the
construction of nearby Ranch Lake removed natural habitats. The limited acreage of the proposed
wetlands will be insufficient to contain the animals and they will migrate into surrounding
communities; wildlife corridors are not suitable for boars.
3. Flooding
Removal of existing vegetation will reduce the natural protection against flooding, endangering
nearby home sites. The result of “filling” the property to permit home construction will increase the
likelihood of water runoff to the surrounding community.
4. Safety, Noise, and Light Pollution
The proposed subdivision’s single point of entry/exit will be unsafe and inadequate. Trees and other
flora help to create a buffer against the noise of traffic from the nearby Interstate highway.
Development of this sensitive area will result in more noise and traffic within a rural community and
additional lighting will diminish observation of the night sky.
5. Utilities
It is intended that the proposed development use existing sewage facilities; insufficient capacity or
equipment failure could cause severe harm to the watershed and nearby homes. In addition there
would be additional strain on the Peace River electrical grid, mail delivery, and other services.
6. Impact on Existing Neighborhoods
Adjacent residences are situated on large wooded lots (exceeding ½ acre) in natural, rural settings;
the proposed development would allot multiple homes per acre and install new “street trees” after
clearing the home sites. This is inconsistent with the character of the surrounding residences. Traffic
through the Braden Woods and River Club communities has increased dramatically over the last few
years; it will be significantly aggravated by the additional residences that are being proposed. The
construction itself will cause significant disruption, noise, and deterioration of neighborhood roads.

Recommendation
The area east of I-75 has already lost huge tracts of nature due to the construction of shopping centers
and new communities. While a certain level of development is expected, we must not destroy the very
environment that makes our area attractive to visitors and newcomers. The acreage under consideration
must be preserved for Florida wildlife.
This land should be purchased by Manatee County for conservation as a nature preserve to be protected
from future development and unnecessary human activity.

GARY L. HEBERT
9721 Forrester Drive, Bradenton, FL 34202
glhebert@hotmail.com
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